Agriculture

Klamath County will seek a balanced agricultural economy that provides not only living wage jobs for residents, but simultaneously adds value to our quality of life as a community. We will enhance our working agricultural heritage through the strategic development of partnerships with OIT and KCC for the promotion of “green” technology using alcohol and biodiesel fuels, and provide incentives for the future development and attraction of fuels manufacturing plants to our county. We will support economically viable farms using environmentally sound farming practices. Additionally, local stakeholders will develop a Klamath Food Policy which will guide the development of Klamath agricultural producers to provide food products for local consumption, processing and distribution to regional markets.

Vision 12: Promote and advocate for our rural areas, ranchers, and multi-generational farming families through the use of locally grown crops for bio-fuels, local food and fiber.

A. Continue to emphasize and advocate the importance of our agricultural heritage through planning, zoning, and public policy.

1) Measurable Outcome: Stakeholders will revise/develop planning, zoning and tax codes and public policy to encourage family farming

2) Timeline: 2012

3) Stakeholders: Klamath County Farmers, Landowners, State of Oregon, Chamber of Commerce, Family Farm Alliance, Local Water User Groups, Klamath County Government, Klamath County Extension Service, OSU Experiment Station, Oregon Farm Bureau

4) Funding Considerations: Private entrepreneurial advocacy, grants, private industry

5) Related Vision Teams: Natural Resources, Job Creation, Government, Image

B. Local farmers and academics will collaborate for peer-reviewed and eco-agriculture research projects that support energy, food and fiber production.

1) Measurable Outcomes: Local development of sustainable agricultural products is profitable and productive

2) Timeline: 2012

3) Stakeholders: Klamath County Farmers, Landowners, OSU Experiment Station, State of Oregon, OIT, OREC, KCC, Private Industry

4) Funding Considerations: Private Industry, grants, TBD

5) Related Vision Teams: Natural Resources, Job Creation, Image

C. Increase the availability of information about land stewardship programs that will promote sustainable agriculture; continue to develop agriculture and environmental partnerships that enhance the agricultural economy in the county.

1) Measurable Outcomes: More stakeholders will use sustainable agriculture practices

2) Timeline: Ongoing

3) Stakeholders: Klamath County Farmers, Landowners, State of Oregon, Klamath County Citizens, Private Industry, Klamath Watershed Partnership, Klamath County Extension Service, OSU Experiment Station, Oregon Farm Bureau

4) Funding Considerations: TBD

5) Related Vision Teams: Natural Resources, Government, Image

Vision 13: Develop and promote a sustainable food policy that focuses on food systems as an economic development strategy that links farm production, conservation, and farm viability with public health, food security, and community well-being.

A. Klamath County will encourage micro-agriculture (including chicken houses, beehives, milk production, and gleaning or the harvesting of fruit that would otherwise go to waste), and community gardens in our neighborhoods by bringing together diverse stakeholders to examine and support development of local food systems.

1) Measureable Outcomes: County and City codes will change to allow for community gardens and micro-agriculture, and the number of families able to produce some of their own food will increase.

2) Timeline: Ongoing

3) Stakeholders: Klamath County Farmers, Klamath County Gardeners, Rotary First Harvest, Klamath-Lake Counties Food Bank, Klamath Farmer’s Market, Klamath County Extension Service, City of Klamath Falls, Oregon Farm Bureau, Klamath County Health Department, Healthy Active Klamath

4) Funding Considerations: TBD

5) Related Vision Teams: Image, Tourism, Job Creation, Government

B. Encourage the study of how seemingly disparate state policies influence the food system and interfere with local food management and processing.

1) Measurable Outcomes: Local government will facilitate micro-agriculture and neighborhood commerce through the easing of restrictions placed on locally-produced foods.

2) Timeline: 2011

3)Stakeholders: Klamath County Farmers, Klamath County Gardeners, Rotary First Harvest, Klamath-Lake Counties Food Bank, Klamath Farmer’s Markets, Klamath County Extension Service, OSU Experiment Station, City of Klamath Falls, Oregon Farm Bureau, Klamath County

4) Funding Considerations: TBD

5) Related Vision Teams: Image, Tourism, Government

C. Stakeholders will take a comprehensive approach to examining and improving the food system and planning how local food production, processing, and distribution can improve the well being of the community.

1) Measurable Outcomes: Local choices in the food system will increase

2) Timeline: 2011

3) Stakeholders: Klamath County Farmers, Landowners, Consumers, Chefs, Food Processors & Distributors, Grocers, Wholesalers, School District Representatives, Oregon Farm Bureau

4) Funding Considerations: TBD

5) Related Vision Teams: Image, Natural Resources, Tourism, Government

D. Encourage the economic development of production, marketing, preserving, and processing of locally grown foods.

1) Measurable Outcomes: Develop community kitchens where people can use the facility for education, group production, and small scale businesses as well as a seasonal kitchen that is licensed to produce locally made and labeled products that promote food entrepreneurship

2) Timeline: 2014

3) Stakeholders: Local Farmers, Landowners, Consumers, Chefs, Food Processors & Distributors, Grocers, Wholesalers, School District Representatives, Chamber of Commerce, KCEDA, SCOEDD, Oregon Farm Bureau

4) Funding Considerations: Grants, TBD

5) Related Vision Teams: Image, Job Creation, Tourism, Government

E. Promote the development of community geothermal greenhouses to reduce the consumption and dependence on petroleum.

1) Measurable Outcomes: At least one geothermally heated community greenhouse will become the community garden model throughout the winter months, thereby extending the growing season for a fee, as Rotary First Harvest does for seasonal community gardens.

2) Timeline: 2012

3) Stakeholders: Klamath County Citizens, Entrepreneurs, Klamath-Lake Counties Food Bank, Chamber of Commerce, Local School Districts

4) Funding Considerations: TBD

5) Related Vision Teams: Jobs Creation, Tourism, Government, Natural Resources.

F. Expand production of and reduce barriers for access to local foods: address food insecurity by identifying barriers in getting local food to those in need.

1) Measurable Outcomes: Institutions will be able to identify sources and purchase local food. A sustainability community center will be available where people can share knowledge and experience. People will support local farmer’s markets and will assist and support Rotary First Harvest and KL Food Bank.

2) Timeline: Ongoing

3) Stakeholders: Klamath County Citizens, Entrepreneurs, Local School Districts, Rotary First Harvest, Klamath-Lake Counties Food Bank, Oregon Farm Bureau

4) Funding Considerations: Grants, TBD

5) Related Vision Teams: Jobs Creation, Government, Tourism

Vision 14: Encourage balance concerning agricultural water issues through collaboration, compromise, and management, while remaining sensitive to the needs of farmers, ranchers, and the environment.

The team recognizes that this is a critical and highly complex issue that is already being addressed through such efforts as the Klamath Basin Agreement. While no objectives are prescribed for this vision, the team encourages all parties involved to continue efforts to achieve the vision.
