Vision Statement 
“To use our natural resources in a sustainable, collaborative way that involves cooperation of land use agencies and citizens to balance forest, agricultural, recreational and educational opportunities for the next generation.” 
Goals and Measure of Success 
A measure of success for this vision would be more collaborative management of our natural resources between land use agencies, government, citizens, and tribes. Currently natural resource management and vision is somewhat disjointed in Klamath County, with lack of coordination between these groups and their ongoing plans and visions for their areas of interest and expertise. 

We would like to see a return to common sense management and coordination within Klamath County. If there is open communication on natural resource issues we all stand to gain more in the end. We believe this would allow natural resources to be sustainably managed while allowing ongoing dialogue to adapt to the changes and challenges that lie ahead. The overall goal beyond the timeline of 2020 is to return or sustain Klamath County’s natural resource health for multiple use benefits. 

Baselines and Objectives 

The following chart outlines concerns, current baseline of the concern, objective to improve concern, timeline for improvement, and groups who should be directly involved in helping to achieve these specific visions.
	NR Concern 
	Current Baseline 
	Objective/Vision 
	Measure of Success 
	Group(s) to address concern 

	Overgrowth of juniper and its impact on underground aquifers 
	Currently REACH Inc. mills and manufactures juniper, but is limited in its ability to utilize private land juniper control projects, due to funding constraints 
	Assist area landowners in their participation of juniper removal programs for use by REACH Inc., or possibly for use by the new biomass plant. Research available programs and hold public meetings to educate landowners. 
	More widely available education and opportunity for juniper removal, leading to a boost in county revenues from manufacturing and energy generation, along with a return of water recharge to aquifers. (Since juniper is a deep-rooted water-intensive tree) 
	Bureau of Land Management, Natural Resource Conservation Service, US Forest Service, REACH, new biomass plant’s owner, Klamath Soil and Water Conservation District, Klamath County Commissioners, Klamath County’s State Senator, Klamath County’s State Representative, Klamath County Economic Development Association, South Central Economic Development Association 

	Forest Management 
	Currently BLM, US Forest Service and private landowners with forest land have their own management plans. 
	We’d like to see healthy forests with native plant communities and habitat, resilient to fire and producing resources and jobs. 
	Between agencies and landowners we’d like to see coordinated forest management plans that create a seamless plan for forest land to meet the objectives listed prior. 
	Bureau of Land Management , US Forest Service, private forest landowners, US Fish and Wildlife Service, local timber companies. 

	Air Quality 
	Currently Klamath County has very poor air quality that is being monitored and regulated by Oregon Department of Environmental Quality 
	We would like to see further efforts to assist Klamath County residents in getting rid of uncertified and polluting wood-burning stoves. 
	If more residents could afford to upgrade their wood-burning stoves and Klamath County could continue with air quality advisories, we would likely meet or exceed air quality standards by 2020. 
	Klamath County Commissioners, State Representative and Senator, ODEQ, and the residents of Klamath County. 

	Water Quality 
	There are currently three Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) regulations on waters of Klamath County. These impact Municipal waste treatment discharges and agricultural activities. 
	Pursue diverting ‘gray’ water from waste treatment plants to treatment wetlands or for irrigation use, instead of returning to the Klamath River. 
	This would avoid costly upgrades to the waste treatment plants and allow water to be reused for wetland habitat or irrigation. Removes the offense to Klamath River and regulation under the TMDL. 
	Klamath Falls waste treatment plants, City of Klamath Falls, Klamath County, ODEQ, Klamath Refuges, Klamath County irrigators or representative districts. 

	Job Creation 
	Currently natural resource jobs in 
Klamath County are very tenuous because of instability and over-regulation by mechanisms such as the Endangered Species and Clean Water Acts. 


	We’d like to see more stability in the 
natural resource sector through the collaboration of natural resource agencies and groups to plan management plans to address regulatory impediments that stand in the way of local common sense management and economic stability

	A measure of success would be more basin-wide management and communication about how to manage in a changing political and environmental climate. If we can work together to address issues we  can stabilize natural resource sector jobs, and overall, strengthen our local economy. 


	Klamath County Commissioners, State Representative and       Senator, the residents of Klamath County, Klamath Basin farmers and ranchers, Klamath Tribes, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation, and other natural resource stakeholders. 




(Awaiting Completion)

