Sustainable Building

Energy-efficient buildings are a crucial part of a durable community. By 2020, new residential and commercial construction in the Klamath Basin will feature energy-efficient green building technologies, and the retrofitting of older buildings for energy efficiency will be ongoing.

Vision 5: Klamath citizens will understand the need for energy-efficient buildings, and will be aware of the existence of renewable sources of energy.

A. Energy, its sources, and its efficient use will be a part of community education and common knowledge.

1) Measurable Outcome: Community groups and local governments provide regular community education on energy issues. Community businesses will serve as resource centers that provide information to the public on “green” materials for construction projects

2) Timeline: ongoing by 2015

3) Stakeholders: OIT, OSU, Klamath County, City of Klamath Falls, SCOEDD, Energy Trust of Oregon, Klamath Sustainable Communities, ReStore, local energy-related businesses (Ecosolar, Precisions Structural Engineering, etc.), Klamath-Lake Community Action Services, Energy Trust, Climate Trust

4) Funding Considerations: Private grants, government incentives

5) Related Vision Teams: Education, government, Image
Vision 6: The Klamath community will encourage and facilitate “green”, energy-efficient construction of new buildings.

A. Klamath communities will develop building codes and adopt state-enacted standards encouraging use of passive solar design, alternative energy sources, and renewable and recycled building materials, while protecting energy sources of existing users.

1) Measurable Outcome: Stakeholders will revise/develop new building codes to encourage builders to use alternative sustainable practices and materials during construction of houses and buildings. Codes will protect existing alternative energy development

2) Timeline: Complete by 2020

3) Stakeholders: Klamath County, City of Klamath Falls, State of Oregon, ReStore, SCOEDD

4) Funding Considerations: TBD

5) Related Vision Teams: Natural Resources, Image, Job Creation, Government

B. Klamath communities will promote solar and geothermal energy as alternatives to electricity and natural gas.

1) Measurable Outcome: Renewable energy projects increase and are approved by City and County governments

2) Timeline: Ongoing

3) Stakeholders: Klamath County Residents and Business Owners, Klamath County, City of Klamath Falls

4) Funding Considerations: Energy credits, grants

5) Related Vision Teams: Natural Resources, Image, Job Creation, Government

Vision 7: Klamath County will have a vibrant industry of energy auditors and contractors conducting energy-efficient retrofits of older buildings.
A. Klamath County will see an increase in business activity in the areas of renewable energy, energy auditing, and sustainable building practices.
1) Measurable Outcome: Landowners and contractors will retrofit older buildings for enhanced energy efficiency and will include energy efficient materials and processes whenever possible. Training programs to provide workers for these changes will be developed in Klamath County schools

2) Timeline: Ongoing, Training programs in place by 2012

3) Stakeholders: OSU, Klamath County, City of Klamath Falls, OIT, SCOEDD, Klamath-Lake Community Action Services, KCC, OIT, Local Building Groups, ReStore

4) Funding Considerations: Grants, TBD

5) Related Vision Teams: Education, Image, Job Creation, Government
