Urban Water -- Business & Residential Use

By 2020, Klamath County's residential water users will be educated in sustainable use concepts, and will employ use practices that ensure that the amount of water used does not exceed the available water supply. Conservation strategies will take into consideration that both surface and groundwater resources are limited in supply and the community benefits from sustainable practices. Additionally, urban water users will be educated about non-point-source pollution of storm water runoff, and best practices for minimizing pollution that results from chemical use.

Note: Agricultural use of water is addressed in the Agriculture section of this document.

Vision 11: Residential and business water purchasers will choose to use water wisely and minimize waste so that the amount used does not exceed the available water supply at any time.

A. Municipal water providers will educate the public about water conservation methods.

1) Measurable Outcome: Municipal water providers will provide written information in utility bills to encourage conservation and reduction of non-point source (NPS) pollution

2) Timeline: At least once each year beginning 2011

3) Stakeholders: Municipal Water Providers and Users in Klamath County, Klamath Watershed Partnership

4) Funding Considerations: To be determined by stakeholders.

5) Related Vision Teams: Natural Resources\

B. Residential water purchasers will choose to minimize the amount of water taken for both home and landscape uses by engaging in some of the following behaviors:

· Residential grassy landscape areas will be minimized to no more than 15% of the owned land, and drought tolerant and wildlife friendly plants will be substituted for those areas that exceed the 15% amount. Native plants will be used as much as possible.

· Watering of all property areas will occur between dusk and dawn to maximize moisture conservation. Hose watering will not flood areas so that water runs onto the sidewalk or the street.

· Home owners will install conservation fixtures that include low flow shower heads, aerated faucets, low water use toilets, and drip irrigation systems, soaker hoses, etc.

· Home owners will conserve water by fixing leaks, turning water off while brushing teeth or soaping in the shower, monitoring water use to use the minimum amount required, running dishwashers and washing machines with full loads, etc.

· Newly developed sites will use the best principles of water conservation and wise use in planning landscape and residential use of water.

· Home owners will attempt to "catch" rain water for use in landscape watering.

· Home owners will use mulch to conserve water needs of all plantings.

· Car owners will use a car wash that recycles water instead of washing the car at home and running the water down the street.

· Property owners will use “green” roofs, bioswales, pervious pavers, "rain gardens" and other water management techniques wherever possible in new construction or renovation to prevent water from running off their property into storm drains.

1) Measurable Outcome: This objective does not prescribe a specific implementation plan; rather, it asks residents of our community to actively change their behaviors to make our community more sustainable

2) Timeline: Ongoing

3) Stakeholders: Klamath Sustainable Communities, Klamath Watershed Partnership, City of Klamath Falls, Klamath County, Local Irrigation Districts, Klamath County Extension Service, OSU Experiment Station, Klamath Falls City Schools, Klamath County Schools, etc.

4) Funding Considerations: To be determined by stakeholders.

5) Related Vision Teams: Natural Resources

C. Home owners will install and use "gray water" catchment devices as part of household plumbing for use in landscape watering.

1) Measurable Outcomes: 
· Klamath County building codes will be revised to explicitly allow the use of gray water catchment devices for appropriate residential and commercial use; 
· Klamath County will have approved 50-100 gray water catchment devices for residential and commercial use as legalized by House Bill 2080A passed in 2009

2) Timeline: By 2012

3) Stakeholders: Klamath County Community Development, Klamath County Government, citizens of Klamath County

4) Funding Considerations: To be determined by stakeholders

5) Related Vision Teams: possibly Government and Natural Resources

D. Business owners will use as many of the practices in B and C as possible.

This objective does not prescribe a specific implementation plan; rather, it asks business owners of our community to more actively change their behaviors to make our community more sustainable.

E. City and county government offices that deal with water issues will provide programs for educating and involving the public in local water needs and concerns. As the Integrated Water Resources Strategy is developed at the state and local level, the public will be involved in this process.

1) Measurable Outcome: Klamath County will actively participate, at the individual and government level, in the development of the Oregon State Integrated Water Resources Strategy

2) Timeline: December 2012 (Per OWRD)

3) Stakeholders: Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD), Klamath County Community Development Department, City of Klamath Falls, Klamath County citizens, US Bureau of Reclamation

4) Funding Considerations: None at this time

5) Related Vision Teams: Natural Resources, Government

F. The private/public partnership will continue to educate urban water users about non-point-source pollution.

1) Measurable Outcome: Non-point-source pollution from urban water users (residential and commercial) will be reduced

2) Timeline: Ongoing

3) Stakeholders: Klamath Watershed Partnership (Urban Issues Working Group), Klamath County Drainage Service District and other drainage districts, Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB), Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), City of Klamath Falls

4) Funding Considerations: City of Klamath Falls, Klamath County, DEQ, OWEB

5) Related Vision Teams: Government, Natural Resources
