Vision for Sustainability

To effectively prepare a vision in the area of sustainability, the Vision Team felt that we must -- at least in general terms -- define sustainability. While many agencies and organizations have provided definitions of sustainability, and we could just as well do the same, we felt that it would be more useful to adopt principles of sustainability by which our visions could be held to a tangible standard. Following is a list of those principles, adopted from work already created by Klamath County sustainability advocates. While not all of these principles have been addressed in this report, the committee believes this is a valid framework upon which continuing efforts should be based.

Sustainable development, like democracy itself, is an ideal toward which we must continually strive. It is not an end in itself.

A SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY respects its own diversity, values the complexity of the natural world, and accepts responsibility for the social, economic, and ecological well-being of present and future generations through individual and collective actions. It balances regenerative and degenerative processes by applying the following principles:

· Rates of use of renewable resources do not exceed their rates of regeneration.

Example: The amount of water we use is in direct proportion to the supply. If we live in an arid environment, we use drought tolerant plantings in homes and agriculture.

· Rates of use of non-renewable resources do not exceed the rate at which sustainable renewable            substitutes are developed.

Example: The rate of electricity use produced by coal fired plants needs to diminish and be replaced by development of solar energy, wind, geothermal, and other alternative sources.

· Rates of pollution emission do not exceed the assimilative capacity of the environment.

Example: The amount of pollution put into the air does not exceed the rate of the atmosphere’s ability to clean itself.

Simply stated, WE MUST:      Rethink – Reduce – Reuse – Recycle
Rethink – How can we use as little as possible in the first place, whether it is water, electricity, fuels, consumer goods, etc? Are we wasteful with what we purchase? What do we really NEED? Consider the types of products purchased. Are they harmful to the environment? Is there a more environmentally-friendly option? Can we buy in bulk and avoid non-recyclable packaging?
Reduce – How can we enjoy life with less stuff? Reduce the amount of waste created by reusing, recycling, composting, etc.

Reuse – How can we find creative or practical uses for stuff that we would otherwise throw away? Consider donating items that are in working condition but are no longer used, e.g., electronics, clothing, furnishings, etc. Consider sharing or trading items. Find ways to repair things rather than buy new.

Recycle – How can we learn to recycle all of our used cardboard and paper, plastics, glass, metal, etc? To use products that can be recycled after use, or that come in recycled packaging? To compost everything possible and put it back on the land rather than in a landfill?
Sustainability is about the capacity to endure, to find a balance between supply and demand, to maximize self sufficiency in food and energy use and the use of time and materials. It is about resiliency in the face of adversity, working together for a common good.

Goals and Principles for our Community

Goals and principles related to optimizing the sustainability of our community may include:

1) Developing/maintaining such attitudes as:
· A commitment to caring for our land

· A recognition of the importance of connecting people throughout Klamath County in community building activities

· A recognition of the importance of working together on difficult problems, respecting diverse beliefs, and encouraging solution building

· A "Buy Local" ideal that helps keep jobs local and builds local entrepreneurism

· An ethic of responsibility to each other and to future generations

· An understanding that a sustainable community must demonstrate economic vitality, social tolerance, civic engagement, and environmental stewardship in order to have the best quality of life for its citizens

2) Setting the following goals and providing ways to maintain them:
· Safe, walkable, affordable, friendly neighborhoods, with a mix of housing types and costs, in which people can live, shop, recreate, and work

· A well-planned transportation system that accommodates people, bikes, and non-polluting vehicles and encourages a walkable community

· Easy access to parks, trails, community spaces, and natural areas to connect people with nature and with other people

· Stewardship of wildlife that allows them to flourish in natural areas and waterways

· A food policy that assures access to fresh, locally grown foods and safe water

· An environment in which children, elders, and those with special needs are valued and cared for

· Community facilities that encourage civic engagement for cultural, political, social, and recreational purposes

· A sustained and thriving agricultural community

3) Community members who have equal opportunities to achieve lives of quality, dignity, and self-sufficiency
4) Economic development that:
· Provides sufficient access to living-wage jobs to reduce poverty to the lowest possible levels

· Promotes local entrepreneurship

· Plans the entire life cycle of products

· Reduces or eliminates the use of non-renewable resources and encourages the use of renewables

· Closes the loop on recycled products by purchasing them

· Uses production processes with minimal pollution

5) Efficient use of all resources -- human and material

6) An education system that provides job training and life-long learning opportunities in a meaningful way

7) A health care system that is available, affordable, and preventive as well as treatment-oriented

8) Broad-based and informed citizen involvement in all levels of government and community issues, including volunteerism and participation in community and neighborhood organizations

9) Land development and taxing policies that develop a sustainable relationship between human residents and the ecosystems of the region, and promote regional agriculture, the preservation of open spaces, forests and wetlands, and reduce urban expansion

10) Use of stewardship and social justice in the shaping of community policies with a redesign of economic incentives that will encourage desirable trends and promote development that enhances environmental quality and social equity
